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14. Conclusion

14.1 Our Challenge
14.1.1 Our area is the powerhouse for the South

West’s economy.  With over 1 million
residents we are the main focus for
employment, shopping, cultural activities
and education.  For the future we have  £3
billion worth of potential development
sites.  Growth over the last 20 years
together with our role as the road, rail and
air gateway to the South West is
generating huge pressures.  Our transport
infrastructure is being pushed to the limit.
Congestion is the worst outside London.
New infrastructure is vital for
regeneration and our continued economic
and social success.  This is our challenge
for the JLTP.

14.2 Our Vision
14.2.1 Our vision builds on that of the West of

England Partnership.  We have produced a
Joint Local Transport Plan which:

• Strengthens the local economy.

• Supports rising quality of life and
social inclusion.

• Improves access and links.

• Ensures that alternatives to the car are
a realistic first choice for the majority
of trips.

• Offers real choice - affordable, safe,
secure, reliable, simple to use and
available to all.

• Meets both rural and urban needs.

14.2.2 Our vision is in part shaped by people’s
concerns, such as growing traffic levels, air
pollution, road safety and the growing
barriers of travelling to jobs, education
and services without using a car.  We’ve
taken these concerns and produced a JLTP
based around the Government’s four
Shared Priorities of congestion,
accessibility, road safety and air quality.
All are linked to improving our overall
quality of life.

14.3 Delivering our Vision
14.3.1 Building the JLTP around the four Shared

Priorities we’ve set out a comprehensive
range of target driven Action Plans.  These
are packed with £61.2m worth of value
for money measures ranging from new
showcase bus routes and local
enhancements to local rail improvements
to promoting travel plans, car sharing,
walking, cycling and road safety education
and training programmes.  Our targets,
challenging and realistic, will measure our
success.

14.3.2 This is just the first step.  We recognise
the scale of funding and pace of
improvements needs to be accelerated.
Key are the two Major Scheme bids,
delivering short-term improvements
through the £68m Greater Bristol Bus
Network (submitted July 2005) and the
£65m Bath Package (spring 2006). Both
bids have been developed in partnership
with the main bus operator, First.
Attracting significant new investment in
vehicles and services the bids will provide
the JLTP area with the reliable modern bus
network it requires. 

14.3.3 The public are backing us.  Extensive
consultation on three funding options
revealed overwhelming support for the
bus based Major Scheme Bids Option B
(£25m - £35m per year) and the possible
congestion charging Option C (£60 -
£100m per year). 

14.3.4 We are already starting to look at Option
C with our successful bid for £1.5m from
the Government’s Transport Innovation
Fund.  As part of this work we will
investigate developing a package of
alternatives including high quality public
transport and wider measures aimed at
influencing travel behaviour in
combination with congestion charging
type measures.

14.3.5 Subsequent Major Scheme bids will be
submitted building upon the foundation
laid by the Greater Bristol Bus Network
and Bath Package bids.  Many of these will
arise from the Greater Bristol Strategic
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Transport Study, Transport Innovation
Fund and the need to accommodate
future growth.

14.3.6 Our robust performance management
mechanisms will ensure we continuously
monitor and deliver our scheme
programmes on time and to budget
achieving outcomes that meet the aims of
the four Shared Priorities.

14.3.7 We are also committed to achieve better
value for money through the JLTP by
seeking efficiencies in our £65.7m
highway maintenance programme and
developing a Joint Transport Asset
Management Plan (TAMP).

14.4 Our Future
14.4.1 Our aim is to deliver a transport system

that enables the West of England to
achieve its long term vision. This means a
step change in public transport provision
that is reliable, safe, affordable and
accessible whilst protecting the
environment. Key elements for the long
term include continued development of
the rail network, Light Rapid Transit and,
where appropriate, selective additional
highway capacity.  This JLTP is a real
opportunity to plan for the future
ensuring the continued economic and
social success of our area and the South
West region as a whole.
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