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1. Introduction

1.1 The Scheme
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Figure 1.1 South Bristol Link — Preferred Option

The Preferred Scheme has been developed following an extensive process of
option appraisal. Previous consultation on the short-listed options is reported
in Appendix 4.5 of the MSBC documents, and is summarised under section
1.2 below. This was used to help develop the Preferred Scheme that was the
subject of the most recent second round of consultation, reported here.

The Scheme comprises a combined rapid transit and single carriageway road
with adjacent cycleway and footways. Between the A370 and the A38 the
rapid transit follows a segregated and guided route and there is a link to Brook
Gate and South Liberty Lane. South and east of the A38, the Preferred
Scheme includes Rapid Transit on segregated busways in the centre of the
single carriageway road and in residential areas, traffic islands are provided to
enable safe crossing by pedestrians The scheme was refined early in the



consultation process to respond to people’s concerns about severance and
perceived lack of prominence given to public transport.

1.2 Previous Consultation

In the years leading up to development of the preferred scheme there have
been several relevant public consultation exercises held as part of other
projects. These have included:

Three rounds of consultation and information supply in developing the
wider transport strategy for the GBSTS (2004-2006);

Two rounds of public consultation as part of the A38-A370 Link Road
Study (2001);

Consultation associated with development of Local Plans and Core
Strategies for the two councils.

This is the second round of consultation for the South Bristol Link*. The first
consultation exercise was undertaken in November 2008 and was combined
with the Ashton Vale to Temple Meads and Bristol City Centre Rapid Transit
Scheme. This involved joint public exhibitions and stakeholder meetings. A
separate consultation leaflet was produced for each project and further
information was made available on the West of England Partnership website.
Consultation was continued until 31% March 2009, with further meetings and
presentations.

The options consultation exercise aimed mainly to understand the range of
views and nature of people’s concerns, and gauge the weight of opinion for
particular broad options. Five main themes emerged from the consultation
exercise and these were: the economy, traffic congestion, accessibility,
environment and land use. Of the respondents 33% supported the South
Bristol Link as a road, 12% supported a rapid transit link, 37% supported both
road and rapid transit, 11% favoured ‘do nothing’ and 28% suggested
alternative public transport improvements.

! ‘South Bristol Link Options Consultation Report’ (BCC/NSC, June 2009). Can
be found on the West of England website:
http://www.westofengland.org/transport/south-bristol-link. And is included as
Appendix 4.5 of bid documents




2. Consultation Programme
2.1 Public consultation

In November 2009 a programme of public and stakeholder consultation was
launched including a series of exhibitions and presentations, and through the
publication and distribution of a consultation leaflet available at consultation
venues and via the West of England Partnership website, as well as through
Bristol and North Somerset websites. Throughout the consultation period,
stakeholders and members of the public were invited to telephone, write or
email with questions or comments about the proposal. The dates and venues
of public exhibitions and meetings are listed in table 2.1

Table 2.1 Public Consultation Venues

Exhibition Venues Date

Geoff Cargill Hall, The Withywood Centre, Monday 2nd November 2009
Queens Road, Withywood.

Jubilee Pavilion, Long Ashton Community Tuesday 3™ November 2009
Centre, Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton.

Ashton Vale Youth Club, Silbury Road, Wednesday 4™ November 2009
Ashton Vale.

Consultation was publicised through the distribution of over 6,000 postcards
to households in affected areas (Appendix C) along with notices to local press
and other media. 3,000 pamphlets and questionnaires (Appendix B) were
printed and distributed via local libraries, community centres and at the three
public exhibitions. From these, 95 questionnaires were returned. There were
also 91 responses via the web site and 92 letters were received from
individuals, groups and businesses.




All the exhibitions were staffed and offered display panels (Appendix D)
summarising key elements of the Preferred Scheme. Staff sought to
understand people’s views and explain the proposed scheme, covering such
topics as:

Scheme background and councils’ policy;

Scheme objectives;

Links with other schemes;

Links with existing public transport services;
Integration of cyclist and pedestrian facilities;
Potential environmental impacts and their mitigation;
The forward Programme;

How to provide feedback on proposals.

Attendance at exhibitions varied with the exhibition at Withywood being the
most popular venue with over 100 people attending during the day.

At each of the exhibitions consultation leaflets were available, explaining the
scheme proposals. Contained within these leaflets was a questionnaire that
invited responses via a Freepost address. The questionnaire was designed to
identify the key issues and concerns associated with the Preferred Option.
The questionnaire also asked for home or business postcodes to enable
analysis of responses by geographical distribution. The questionnaire was
also posted online with the facility to submit electronic responses. Written
responses to the consultation could also be submitted via the West of
England Partnership website or by post.

The consultation period was from 1st November 2009 until the 31st December
2009 giving the public and stakeholders 2 months to provide feedback. A
small number of responses have been received since the end of the
consultation period but these have not added to the range of views already
expressed.

2.2 Stakeholder Consultation

The exhibition programme was supported by a series of stakeholder meetings
with local forums and interest groups. Typical meetings included a powerpoint
presentation followed by opportunity for discussion, questions and answers.
Where appropriate, such meetings also included updates and description of
other related projects, including the North Fringe Hengrove Package.

Information about scheme development was also provided through the West
of England quarterly transport newsletter, available as hard copies and via the
West of England website.

Table 2.2 below lists the meetings held in the period following selection of the
preferred scheme. A separate update and progress meeting was held with
DfT in London on 11" November 2009.



Table 2.2 Stakeholder Consultation Meetings/Present  ations

Date

Group

21 October 2009 & 29 January 2010

South West Bristol Advisory Group”

26 October 2009

Councillors & Parishes, North
Somerset

29 October 2009

Local Ward Councillors, Bristol

16 November 2009

‘Pride of Place’ (@Symes, Hartcliffe)

10 December 2009

Better Transport Links 4 South Bristol

15 December 2009

GWE Business West

16 December 2009

Cater Business Park

29 January 2010

NRSWA, Co-ordination Meeting®

2 Includes representatives of North Somerset CoamilParish Councils, Bristol City Council,
Environment Agency, Highways Agency, Natural Englafivon & Somerset Constabulary, local

developer interests

® New Roads & Street Works Act. Includes represargatof utilities companies, Environment

Agency, Network Rail, transport operators




3. Consultation Reponses
This chapter distinguishes between:

- ‘Open Unstructured’ responses from individuals and businesses, sent in by
letter and email; and

- ‘Structured’ responses to the consultation questionnaire submitted as hard
copies and online.

3.1 Responses by Letter and Email

Throughout the consultation period, stakeholders and members of the public
were invited to write or email with questions or comments about the project.
Contact addresses were contained within the consultation leaflet as well as on
the website. In total 92 written responses were received from: an MP, a parish
council, the business community, major local employers, local interest groups,
environmental groups, members of the public and developers. In summary
their positions on the scheme are:

Members

Dawn Primarolo, MP for Bristol South, provided a response supportive of
improvements to transport provision in south Bristol, but concerned as there
appeared to be no segregated public transport link for the A38 to Hartcliffe
roundabout section of the scheme. (This was subsequently clarified and
confirmed in the scheme now being promoted.)

Dundry Parish Council agree with the principle of the South Bristol Link, but
seek connections from rural bus routes to the RT and require separation of
road, cycle and footpath routes.

Business Community / Major Emplovyers

Cater Road Business Park in Bishopsworth, Imperial Park and other local
businesses located within close proximity of the proposed scheme provided
individual consultation responses. A total of 68 responses were received
including two from major employers. All expressed support for the South
Bristol Link apart from the NHS (which opposes the road element of the
scheme). A large majority of businesses said the South Bristol Link would
improve transport links, help limit congestion, reduce journey times, create
better access for local people and encourage more businesses to the area.
The major concerns were disruptions during construction; that a single
carriageway may not be wide enough, and at the time taken to build the link.
There was reference also to possible local transport bottlenecks. Suggested
improvements included making it a dual carriageway, extending it further, to
Hicks Gate roundabout, and reducing the number of junctions.

GWE Business West represents over 2000 businesses in the West of
England and are the principal business organisation for the sub region. GWE
Business West supports the South Bristol Link and wants it built soon, but
holds some reservations over the detail.



Cater Road Business Park Traders Group Ltd (representing a Business
Improvement District) is the park management company and promotes the
interests of businesses operating on the park. CBPTG support the South
Bristol Link and acknowledge the inconvenience of residents who live on the
route, viewing this as a price worth paying for the benefit of the many
thousand other local residents and businesses in the area.

Bristol International Airport (BIA) support the South Bristol Link and believe
the preferred route will improve access to the airport. The continuation of the
link to Hartcliffe roundabout would improve connectivity and may prove vital in
the delivery of public transport from Bath.

Bristol NHS commend the proposals for the Rapid Transit, but do not support
the road element of the scheme considering it will further increase Bristol’s
unsustainable dependency on individual motorised transport.

Local Interest Groups

The Hands off Long Ashton group (HOLA) oppose the South Bristol Link and
believe the road will not improve journey times to the BIA or aid the
regeneration of South Bristol. The road will they believe generate more car
journeys, destroy green belt. HOLA considers the network of BRTs look
optimistic given the capital costs and likely revenue.

The Alliance Against the South Bristol Ring Road oppose the South Bristol
Link and believe the scheme will have a negative impact on the environment
due to increase carbon dioxide emissions, loss of wildlife habitat and
increased noise levels. The Alliance support improvements to public transport,
particularly rail improvements. The Alliance also expresses concern for
residents who live on King Georges Road.

Highridge Neighbourhood Forum, Withywood Community Forum and Park
Group, University of Withywood all support the South Bristol Link and believe
this link will reduce congestion in local roads.

The Better Transport Links 4 South Bristol group support the South Bristol
Link as it will provide better access, easier traffic movements and help reduce
congestion and pollution.

Parish Councils Airport Association has written to support the South Bristol
Link, but emphasises that if the airport expands (as sought in planning
applications to North Somerset Council) the link will only give limited relief to
local parishes such as Barrow Gurney.

CTC organisation had specific detailed comments about the cycle route and
advised that they are consulted at the detail design stage. (CTC subsequently
presented a statement expressing opposition to the scheme.)

Environmental Groups




Natural England are concerned about the potential impacts of the preferred
scheme on the landscape, biodiversity and the ability of people to access the
natural environment.

Malago Valley Conservation Group oppose the South Bristol Link because of
the financial and environmental costs and the impact it will have on King
Georges Road.

The Environment Agency has noted that a Flood Risk Assessment must be
undertaken to facilitate an accurate understanding of the potential impacts on
the water environment. The ‘red route’ also passes over a number of historic
landfills that will require appropriate investigation.

Avon Wildlife Trust is opposed in principle to the loss of ecological and green
infrastructure value. The Trust is specifically concerned about the impact of
the scheme on Highridge Common, Hanging Hill Wood and Colliter’s Brook.

Members of the Public

Written responses were received from seven members of the public. Three
support the South Bristol Link and four oppose the scheme. The most
frequently given reason for support was the anticipated contribution to
reduced localised congestion. The most frequently given reason for opposing
the link was damage to the Green Belt.

Developers

Segro PLC and Del Piero Ltd believe the link will reduce congestion and
create easier access for South Bristol. Close Ashton Park object to the
preferred option alignment and believe the transport infrastructure proposals
(as submitted in support of the Ashton Park development planning
application) should be taken forward instead.

3.2 Responses by Questionnaire

The South Bristol Link questionnaire (see Appendix B) was available at all
local meetings and exhibitions. It formed part of the leaflet explaining the
project. The questionnaire was also available online on the West of England
Partnership website and via links from both North Somerset and Bristol City
Council websites.

6,000 postcards were delivered to households in affected areas in advance of
the public exhibitions.

The questionnaire was divided into two sections. The first section asked four
guestions:

1) How will you benefit from the scheme?

2) How can the scheme benefit others such as businesses and local
neighbourhoods?

3) What are the main concerns about the scheme?

4) How would you improve the scheme?



The second section asked for respondents’ addresses to help indicate what
their particular travel needs may be.

In total, nearly 190 individual completed questionnaires were received. The
map in Appendix G shows the location of respondents. It can be seen that
most live in and near South West Bristol, with notable clusters from
households on the line of the scheme at King George’s Road, and from
residents of Long Ashton.

The responses have been considered under three categories: benefits,
concerns and improvements, following the structure of the questionnaire:

Benefits

Individuals

There were many comments made about the benefits to individuals,
businesses and neighbourhoods, but one comment appeared frequently. Over
one hundred respondents noted that there would be no benefit for they
themselves. Nearly 20 respondents thought there would be reduced traffic
and congestion relief on particular roads, but nearly 20 respondents thought
noise and pollution would increase, whilst around 15 people referred to better
access.

Businesses and Neighhourhoods

Over 70 respondents did not think there would be a benefit to local
businesses and neighbourhoods and 30 respondents thought the scheme
would be detrimental to businesses. Nearly 25 respondents thought
congestion would increase in local neighbourhoods but over 10 noted reduced
travel times.

Concerns

There were several concerns listed within the responses, but there were two
issues that stood out. Over 50 respondents commented on the increased
congestion, noise and pollution and over 40 had concerns over severance eg
dividing Highridge Common, King Georges Road and local communities.
Other responses with over 10 people noting particular issues included
reference to: loss of Green Belt, few people using Rapid Transit, King
George’s Road being adversely affected.

Improvements

There were several improvements suggested within the responses, but again
two appeared more frequently than the others. Nearly 50 respondents noted
the need for good affordable public transport and there were over 40
respondents who considered the scheme would be ‘improved’ by not building
it. Other views included in over 10 responses were: improve existing roads
instead, move the road further away from Long Ashton, that the wrong
scheme has been put forward and suggested change to dual carriageway.



4.

Key Themes and Issues

4.1 Benefits, Concerns and Improvements

Table 4.1 summarises the key themes that have been raised through both the
written responses in emails and letters, and in answers to the questionnaire.
These are categorised under benefits, concerns and improvements.

Table 4.1 Summary of views from all responses

Benefits

Concerns

Improvements
(suggested by one
or more)

Business
Community/
Major Employers

- improve transport links,
- reduce congestion,

- reduce journey times,

- create better access for
local people

- encourage more
businesses to the area

. confidence in S Bristol

- disruptions during
construction,

- single carriageway may
not be adequate

- time taken to build

- possible local
bottlenecks

- dual carriageway,

- extending it further to
Hicks Gate roundabout -
reduce the number of
junctions.

Local Interest
Groups

- reduce congestion and
pollution

- easier traffic movement
- provides better access

- investment in S Bristol

- not improve journey

times

- not aid in regeneration
5 of South Bristol.

- destroy green belt

- increase carbon dioxide

emissions,

-loss of wildlife habitat

- increased noise levels.

- impact on King Georges

Road

- need more details on
cycle routes

Environmental
Groups

- impact on landscape,
biodiversity

and the ability of people
to access the natural
environment.

- financial and
environmental cost

- loss of ecological and

green infrastructure value.
- impact of the scheme on

Highridge Common,
Hanging Hill Wood and
Colliter’s Brook.

-undertake Flood Risk
Assessment
- need full EIA

Members of the
public

- reduce congestion

- reduce travel times

- better balanced transpo
system

- damage to the green be
-reduce travel times
t

It- redesign specific
junctions
- extend route to Hicks
Gate roundabout, M32 et

)

Developers - easier access for staff | - gaining planning -western A38-A370 route
and deliveries, permission, for highway preferred
- congestion relief along | - delivery of the road,
other key routes - speed limits,
- new employment - alternative route
opportunities preferred.

Questionnaires - reduced traffic (less -severance / splitting - need good affordable
noise and danger) on communities public transport

some residential roads
- congestion relief on

- increase in congestion

- don't do it, rail scheme
better

and pollution




important routes
- better access

- few people using RT
- loss of greenbelt

- King Georges Road
problems

- adverse effect on
passing trade

- need dual carriageway
- improve existing roads

Benefits

Concerns

Improvements
(suggested by one
or more)




Appendix A — Summary of responses submitted by lett er or email
Members

An individual consultation response was provided by Dawn Primarolo, MP for
Bristol South, who noted the need for “improved access and transport
provision in Bristol South to secure economic and social improvements and to
support the continued regeneration of the area.” She was concerned that
“there is no segregated public transport link proposed for the A38 — Hartcliffe
roundabout section of the South Bristol Link plans.”

Dundry Parish Council also provided a response to this round of consultation
and agree in principle to the South Bristol Link. The council do have
comments including need for connecting rural bus routes to the RT, concern
at the extended timescale and requiring separation of road, cycle and footpath
routes. There is also concern over the impact on Highridge Common and
landscaping detail on the route.

Business Community/ Major Employers

Cater Road Business Park in Bishopsworth, and the neighbouring retail
complex Imperial Park and Symes Avenue, provide a concentration of
business and employment activity near the eastern end of the South Bristol
Link. A total of 41 businesses from this local area expressed support for the
scheme. The businesses believe the South Bristol Link will provide better
access by road and public transport for customers, staff and deliveries,
encourage more businesses and increase employment rates and reduce
congestion. The main concern was that it will not be built quickly enough and
the suggested main improvement from a small number of respondents would
be to continue the link to Hicks Gate and M32, and make the road a dual
carriageway. Below is a summary of responses from businesses in this area.

Table A.1 Summary of consultation responses from businesses located at
Cater Road Business Park, Imperial Park and Symes Avenue.

Organisation Benefits Concerns Improvements
JLP Residents will be Will rapid
able to access transit link be

other areas without | affordable,
having to go to the | reliable and

centre via public clean?

transport.
RACE Greater access Disruptions No comment to
Completions Ltd and make more during add.

attractive to other construction.
businesses. Take
traffic off local
roads.

CSCC Ltd Quicker and less Is a single Make it a dual
congested roads to | carriageway | carriageway.
my business. wide enough?




Regenerate the
area, encourage
employment.

Westward Plastics | Improved journey | The time it Further

Ltd times. Improve takes to bring | connections to
business it to fruition. M32, Hicks
opportunities in the Gate and
area. Less Brislington.
congestion and Dual
pollution. carriageway

rather than
single.

DocScan Service | Better access for Length to Link with Spine

Point companies and time it will Road,
employees. take to Hicksgate and
Encourage more proceed. East.
businesses to
locate in the area.

Brissco Ltd Reduce traffic Possible Do not know
volumes, bottleneck at | enough about
increasing A38. Is it the road layout.
pedestrian & cycle | worth the
routes. Improved spend.
public transport. Consider

environmental
issues fully.

Wincanton Better access and | None Link to M32
attract more and Hicks
business to the Gate.
area.

Cowlin Better transport The time to Dual
links for get to carriageway.
businesses and completion. No lights at the
improved access Congestion at | Long Ashton
to the airport. key Bypass and

intersections | use filter roads
and disruption | instead.

during

construction.

Wring Group Shorter journey Minimise land | Use recycled
times means less | take to materials.
emissions and reduce Sustainable
congestion. environmental | considerations

impact with electricity
generation for
road lighting
and good use
of run off water.

A P Wholesale Better access, The Build next

Supplies quicker and easier | disruption stage to
routes for whilst the complete a




deliveries. work is being | road going all
carried out. around Bristol.

Kliklok Improved link for It will take too | Make sure

International airport and M5. long. traffic can flow
Better access may smoothly.
encourage
businesses.

Argos Access will be None Speed limit to
quicker. Less be effective.
congestion for
school runs for
local parents.

B&Q Warehouse Better public Minimise Link to M32
transport links for | disruption to | and spine road.
customers. Better | the local area
access for our during
suppliers. construction.

Encourage new
businesses to the
area.

Tesco New customer Disruption Link to M32
base, ease of during works. | and Brislington.
employing new Time taken to | Hicks Gate.
staff and getting decide.
deliveries. Raise
profile of the area.

At Home Furniture | Improve deliveries | None None
and customer
access.

Morrisons Increased None
accessibility for
customers and
shorter journey
times.

Design Scaffolding | Better access, Time taken to | More

Ltd more businesses sort out and connections to
to move to area build M32 and

Hlcksgate.

Bristol Car and Better access for How long the | Link to Hick

Commercial Ltd deliveries and scheme is Gate and M32.
customers. taking.

Advanced Modular | May attract more Timescale for | Complete the

Roofing business as easier | completion scheme to pick

access. and disruption | up M32, M4,
whilst scheme | M5.
in progress.
Scaffolding 4 MGB | Improved transport | Loss of Better network
and business links. | greenland to extend to
and habitat. Brislington and
Increase in Bath.

pollution.




Quadron Improve transport | None Extend the
in the area. scheme to
Hicks Gate.
Kindersons Better bus lanes Time in Use examples
Accident Mgt and reduced travel | completing from other
Systems times. the project cities where
motorway
routes connect
easily to local
roads.
Somerfield Better movement Trying make | Link from
to motorways up minds and | Hartcliffe to
build Hicks Gate.

All Mass Cladding | Road access / None Road links to
Systems Ltd egress improved Hicks Gate and
M32
Kebrell Nuts and Better access for Link the Dual
Bolts deliveries and A4174 to the | carriageway
customers. remaining of | and extend the

the network.

rapid transit to

Bottleneck at | Hartcliffe/
Callington Highridge and
Road/ Bath Bishopsworth.
Road.
Wild Republic Quicker access None Links to
Callington
Road,
Brislington and
motorways.
Howdens Easier and faster None
access for
customers.
Showcard Print It will improve None
access into our
business both
locally and from
major routes and
airport.
Dynamic Easier access to Time to see Finish the Ring
Packaging Ltd major routes for some action Road for the

staff, customers
and suppliers.

entire city.

Elite

Better access.

Timescale for

Improve links at

Environmental Prosperity of South | delivery Hartcliffe and
Bristol beyond.
Lawton Bros Better access and | Noise Good
Scaffolding bus links landscaping
and lots of
trees.
Cabot Industrial Easier access and | None Better links

Doors

more businesses

eastward, M32




into the area and Hicks
Gate.

CBPTG Better access will Build it. Reconsider
transform area for east
businesses. connections to

M32 and M4/5.

Bristol Business Enhanced access | Possible Dual

Cards will benefit local congestion on | carriageway.
businesses. new road

needs to be
alleviated.

Advantage 4 Vans | Benefit by Lets have a Finish it.
increased drive by | road that can
traffic. Good help us all.

access and less
traffic on local

roads.
Sleepland Direct More vehicles Large fences
Ltd passing blocking off
my
warehouse

from passing
traffic.

J & M Windows

More companies
locating here,
better access and
more passing
trade.

None

Extend to Hicks
Gate and M32
to improve link.

BCH

Enhance
properties and give
better access in
and out of the area

Never happen

Build it for 2018
world cup.

Boots

Less traffic and
improved delivery
times.

Iceland

Wring Builders
Merchant

Better access
bringing people to

the area

None

Very good idea.

Business from other local areas based in the BS3, BS4 and BS41 districts
concur with the comments made by the above group. Their responses are
summarised below in table A.2.

Table A.2: Comments from businesses based in the BS3, BS4 and BS41

postcode areas.

Organisation

Benefits

concerns In

nprovements

Babcock

Reduction in

Worried it will

Link all of




congestion and

not go ahead

Bristol with a

improved due to lack of | ring road.
environmental funding.
impact. Easier for
people using public
transport.
Bailey of Bristol Ease congestion Adding traffic
and encourage to Bedminster
development Down where
the link meets
the A38.
Keyline Ease traffic around | None
Winterstoke Road
and Hartcliffe Way.
Avon Group Improve link for Delays when | No hidden
customers and works start, speed
passing trade. and over cameras.
spend of
budget.
Wernick Hire Easier access and | No concerns | No
shorter journeys
George Taylor Ltd | Reduce traffic on Noise and Link to M5
Parson Street pollution south of Bristol.
Gyratory
Pattersons Quicker deliveries | Full circle of Complete the
and easier access | the ring road | ring road.
will still not be
complete
Brunel Ford Shorter drive times | None
Select electrics Speeding up None Link to M32
Ltd access times to and Hicks Gate
key points in the
city.
Robbins Timber Relief of traffic Crucial that Ensure access
congestion new link is to Brookgate
made into and South
Brookgate to | Liberty Lane.
facilitate
business
development
Midas Group Better traffic None Make new road
access tree lined.
Empica Improved links to Cycle lanes Review cycle
South Bristol, less | should not be | routes in whole
traffic using Yanley | on roads. area and
Lane. Highridge consider
Common parking
needs to be provision.
done
sensitively.
Optima Relieve traffic None Roundabout at




congestion A370 junction.

IP Performance Ease traffic inthe | No great Extend rapid

south west concerns transit system
being
proposed.

Retif Faster travelling Traffic Lengthen
times. congestion Rapid Transit

whilst work is | link to A4174
being carried | roundabout
out. (Imperial Park)

Gem Security Easier access Continue

Centre through to

Hicks Gate
roundabout

Business Link Relieve pressure It may Link from A370

Adviser off A4 and increase to Imperial Park
Bedminster. traffic in the is good
Provide easier future. solution.
access.

Horstmann Remove Increased Link from Hicks
congestion and traffic along Gate to
improve logistics the south side | Hengrove
for local of A4174. would be of
businesses and greater benefit.
people.

Colin Stanley Need the Increase spend

Gates road to go by about 40%.

ahead asap.

Wheale Thomas Need this key Do not use Ensure you

Hodgins PLC infrastructure and | roundabouts, | have a sensible
public transport use traffic level of funding
network to improve | lights at the to finish the
access for South intersections. | project.

Bristol.

Bristol Water Plc Reduce travel Operational Further
times and possibly | water mains | consultation is
reducing carbon are positioned | required with
emissions from along the the water
stationary traffic. proposed company and

route. the councils.

GWE Business West represents over 2,000 businesses in the West of

England and is the principal business organisation for the sub region. GWE
Business West supports the South Bristol Link and considers it “is essential
that the current preferred option is delivered in some shape or form, sooner
rather than later......... The current proposed scheme combining a single
carriageway road, rapid transit route and a cycle and pedestrian corridor is
something we fully support”. GWE Business West welcomes the scheme, and
although holding some reservations over the detail, “urge that the momentum
is maintained so detailed technical and planning work can continue.”



The Cater Road Business Park Traders Group Ltd (Business Improvement
District) represents the park management company and the interests of
business operating on the park. CBPTG support the South Bristol Link and
see the “scheme as an absolute must for continuing regeneration of our South
Bristol locality”. CBPTG are aware the scheme will run through some
residential areas, but note residents would have been aware of the proposal
when acquiring their property. CBPTG hope the “inconvenience of a few
hundred residents, will be to the benefit of many thousands of other local
residents, businesses and visitors to South Bristol area”.

The South Bristol Business Group supports the preferred option for the
proposed South Bristol Link. There is also a “very strongly held view that
eastwards connectivity to the M32 and M4/M5 remains an absolute priority.”

Bristol International Airport (BIA) support the South Bristol Link transport
scheme and believe the preferred route will improve airport surface access.
The road link will route passengers away from congested areas and “the rapid
transit link will provide a fast link for the BIA Flyer service between the airport
and Bristol City Centre.” The continuation of the link to Hartcliffe roundabout
would improve connectivity and may prove vital in the delivery of public
transport from Bath.

Bristol NHS commend the proposals for Rapid Transit, but believe it is
essential that it is routed through Hartcliffe to bring economic and other
benefits to the local population. NHS commend the proposed improvements in
infrastructure for walking and cycling, but strongly oppose the building of road
infrastructure that they consider will further increase Bristol's unsustainable
dependency on individual motorised transport.

Local Interest Groups

The Hands off Long Ashton group oppose the South Bristol Link and
commented that the arguments against the scheme are the same as before.
The group note that “it was falsely suggested that the road would reduce
journey times to the BIA ..... and....aid regeneration of South Bristol.” The
group suggest that new road will generate more car journeys and thus
increase emissions; the A370 is already at capacity; destroys acres of Green
Belt and increases land take where the RT and road routes diverge at the end
towards the A370. Finally, the group note that the network of BRTs looks
optimistic given the capital costs and likely revenue.

The Alliance Against the South Bristol Ring Road opposes the South Bristol
Link on the bases that: - the previous consultation did not mention “the impact
on the environment as a result of increased carbon dioxide emissions, loss of
wildlife habitat and increased noise levels”. They consider that the previous
consultation did not recognise that “any arguments in favour of the scheme
are far outweighed by those against.” The Alliance is in favour of
improvements to public transport links, but with a real thrust to include rail
improvements. The Alliance is particularly concerned about the houses on
King George’s Road and access for householders’ vehicles from the road and
the number of intersections possibly increasing congestion. The Alliance does



not consider access to the airport will be improved or that the road will help
regenerate South Bristol. It will increase pollution and congestion. A particular
major concern is the environmental impact of the road including loss of Green
Belt, poor air quality, loss of farm land and wildlife habitat. The Alliance
believe the funds for this project would be better spent on improving public
transport including rail improvements, as the project is not "best value for
money nor would be fit for purpose”.

Highridge Neighbourhood Forum was formed in 1985 and aims to discuss
matters affecting the local community and follow up concerns for the local
people. The forum supports the South Bristol Link proposal as there are “daily
traffic queues through Bishopsworth” and the area suffers from “speeding and
rat runs created by through traffic in the absence of a proper feeder road and
public transport facility”.

Withywood Community Forum and Park Group was formed 15 years ago by
local residents. The South Bristol Link was discussed at a recent meeting and
received majority support. Specific points that were raised include: must
provide good infrastructure to both keep local businesses and jobs and
encourage new businesses; current road system is disjointed and results in
rat runs and bottle necks at traffic pinch points; value health of our people
which is diminished by queuing traffic; reduce traffic on Winterstoke Road;
need to invest in new roads for all the new development that is proceeding in
South Bristol.

The University of Withywood was founded in 1988 and support the South
Bristol Link. In conjunction with other measures, it could enable a “village and
pedestrianisation focus” for Withywood. There are at present unacceptable
levels of congestion in the area and the link would provide a new opportunity
for managing commuter traffic from the Chew Valley area.

The Better Transport Links 4 South Bristol group supports the South Bristol
Link as it will provide better access, easier traffic movements, and reduce
congestion and pollution. The rapid transit will provide more travel options and
the cycleways and walking routes are welcomed. The new road will also
underpin the regeneration process and will benefit from encouraging new
businesses into the area. The group’s main concern is the scheme faltering
and they want the construction to happen earlier than scheduled. In the longer
term the completion of the ring road to Hicks Gate, tree planting in built up
areas, roundabouts rather than traffic lights and park and rail station at Long
Ashton has been mentioned.

The Parish Councils Airport Association is a body consisting of
representatives of parish councils, which are concerned about the impact, or
future impact, of the activities of Bristol International Airport (BIA). The PCAA
has written to support the South Bristol Link, but if the airport expands, it is
emphasised that the link will only give limited relief to parishes such as
Barrow Gurney.

The CTC is a national cyclists’ organisation with a membership of about
70,000 and advises government and local authorities on cycle traffic matters.



The CTC has commented that the cycle track must be machine laid, smooth,
of adequate width and access to the cyclepath must be possible anywhere
along the route. The walkway should be separate at busy points such as bus
stops. A more detailed design is required to fully assess the scheme. A later
response from CTC has expressed opposition to the scheme.

Environmental Groups

Natural England is a non-departmental public body whose purpose is to
protect and improve England’s natural environment and encourage people to
enjoy and get involved in their surroundings. Natural England are concerned
at the potential impacts of the preferred scheme upon landscapes, biodiversity
and the ability of people to access the natural environment. Natural England
encourage the councils to consider further steps to improve the environmental
performance of the scheme. Specific concerns include: increase in
greenhouse gas emissions, whether there will be any impact on ‘local sites’,
effect on protected species, impacts on rights of way and landscape.

Malago Valley Conservation Group opposes the South Bristol Link because
“the costs, both financial and environmental, are self-evidently very large,
while the claimed benefits are uncertain and / or implausible. In particular, we
will oppose vigorously any proposal to build the ring road up King Georges
Road and across Highridge Common.”

The Environment Agency has noted that a Flood Risk Assessment must be
undertaken to facilitate an accurate understanding of the potential impacts the
various options could have on the water environment. In addition the Agency
noted that the proposed phase 1 red route passes over a number of historic
landfills that will require appropriate investigation. The Agency would have
ecological concerns regarding any works affecting the Ashton Brook and the
Colliter’s Brook.

Avon Wildlife Trust is opposed in principle to the loss of the ecological and
green infrastructure value. The Trust is concerned about the impact on
Highridge Common, Hanging Hill Wood and Colliter’'s Brook. Further work
must assess the amount of damage and loss of biodiversity and this must be
fully mitigated or compensated for in the final scheme.

Members of the public

Written responses were received from seven members of the public. There
were three in support of the South Bristol Link and four opposed to the link.
The most frequently raised points in the opposing letters include: impact on
Highridge Common; damage to the Green Belt and views; congestion at
Cumberland Basin and rapid transit not being a good use of public money.
The most frequently raised points in the supporting letters include: need for a
balanced transport system for South Bristol; will help reduce congestion and
travel times; concerns over specific junctions; route should go further to
connect to Hicks Gate roundabout.



Developers

SEGRO PLC is a commercial landowner. SEGRO PLC support the South
Bristol Link and will benefit from easier access, congestion relief along
Winterstoke Road and Ashton Road and new employment opportunities. The
only concerns are planning permission, delivery of the road and speed limits.

Key Transport Consultants act for Del Piero Ltd who own the former Barrow
Hospital site. Del Piero Ltd have made representations for their site to be
removed from the Green Belt and included in the draft RSS proposed urban
extension. Del Piero Ltd support the South Bristol Link, but consider whether
an outer route for the highway link would be an easier route to deliver and
whether a dual carriageway is the way forward rather than a single
carriageway.

Peter Brett Associates with Baker Associates act for Close Ashton Park (CAP)
Ltd a landowner. “CAP Ltd is proposing that the transport infrastructure
proposals supporting proposed development at Ashton Park should be taken
forward by the WOEP as the preferred option for the SBL and form the basis
of the MSB to be submitted to DFT in Spring 2010.” CAP Ltd object to the
preferred option as it would have considerable environmental, ecological and
visual impacts.



Appendix B — Scheme Pamphlet, Questionnaire and Pos  tcard

South Bristol Link
Hartcliffe to Long Ashton

Your opportunity to comment
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Link

England Parmarship on a new Enk in
South Bristol that aims to help the
regenaration of South Bristal and reduce
the current congestion in the area, as
wiell as improving accessibifty from
South Bristol into the city centre and out
to the mapar transpart network.

Last Movember [2008) we consulted an
our broad ideas for improving transport
fnks between Hartchiffe roundabout and
the Long Ashton bypass.

The responses showed that people
recagnise the nead for better transpart
mifrastructure to help mprove access
and contain congastion.
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South Bristol Link

transpart senvice {rapid transit) with a
new single-carriageway road, together
with good cyche and pedestrian fadbties
wiould best mest mast people’s
aspirations. You can see the full repart
of the consultation at

wenw westotengland.org/southbristalink

We now have a preferred schame that
reflacts what you told us and provides a
best fit for our abjectives and other
requiremants such as design and
environmental isues. This schema
mcludes a single-camiageway road, a
rapid transit route and a cyche and
pedestrian carridor, and s shown below.

= Single Carriageway Road
Rapid Transit

Single Carriageway Road
with bus lanes

= Pedestrian/cyclaway
| Erman sepyright. Ml righbi resaned, MOM13006 2600




Next Steps

with a smgle carmageway raad and

adjacent oy defpedestrian route. it will
tallow the route shown with trathic signal
contral at majar mtersections. The road
wiltl hawe a 30mph speed Bmit, rising to

A0mph outside the urban area.

As wiall a5 the Bnk itself we will introduce
maasures an roads where traftic volumes
ara reduced, 50 that traffic 5 calmed and

petter facfties are miroduced for

rasidents, pedestrians, cpchsts and pubfc

transpart. Such roads might include

Kings Head Lane and the 83130 through

Barmow Gumey.

The route, including King Geonga’s Road,
has been reserved inlocal plans for many
years. Further work and your views are

neaded to help detme particular features

such as landscaping, parking

arrangements, public transport stops
and other complementary measures.

This scheme s anly oneof the major
prajects we are pragressing m south

Bristal. Others molude rapid transit

prajects Enking Hengrove with the North
Fringe wia the City Centra, and Bnking
Ashton Vale to Temple Meads; as well as
rageneration projects at Hengrove Park

and in Enowla West.

The schame and the final bid for funding
(M ajor Scheme Busmess Casel must be
approwad by the West of England Jaint

Transport Executive Committze, in
February 2010.

‘Yfiou can tolow its progress at

wiwrwi weestotengland. angfsouthbnistoSnk
‘Wiz aim to submitit to the Departmant

tor Transport in Spring 20140,

-questiuns atthe end of mhdpanqzhlet

‘We are also holding exhibitions whens
you can come and disouss any aspect of
the scheame:

Stafked Exhibiions

Geoff carglll Hall

The Withywood Cantra
Guean’s Road

Monday 2 Movermnbsar
1pmto 8pm

Jubilea Pavilicn

Long Ashion Community Canire
Kaadwall Hill

Tuesday 3 November

1pmto 8pm

Ashion vale Youth dub
Silbury Road

Wednesday 4 Movernber
1pmto 8pm

Morth Somersetwill be consulting on
their Core Strategy, which sets out
stratagic planning policies, in November.
Further details of this are avaflable at
WNWLN-s0mersat.govuk

Wiz will then have to apply for planning
permission and other approvals, with
further consultation as the schems
progresses.

‘We hope ta secure fmal approval from
the Dep artment for Tramspartin 2013.

Subject to detailed plans, construction
wiould startin 201 4 with comp letion in
2016.
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If you would like this information ina
different format, for example Braille,
audictape, large print or computer disg
or community languages, please contact
West of England Partnership office.

Information on the scheme is provided on
the West of England Partnership website at:
wwwwestofengland.org/southbristollink

You can contact the project team by email at:
transport@westofengland.org

By post at:

Marth Somerset Council
Transport Planning
Somerset House
Oncford Street
Weston-super-Mare
B5231TG

ar

Bristol City Coundil
Transport Planning
Wilder House
Wilder Street

Dirictnl



|
Wi welcome your views on how to develop a
scheme that will best meet local needs. Flease
complete the form and leave it at the public
exhibitions, or post It {nostamp required j 1o
arrive before 31 December 2009, Or goonline at
wianwiwestofen gland org/southbristollink
|

Your Feedbock
1. How will you benefit from the scheme?

) e s et dm s

L How can the schema benefit others such as
businesses and local neighbourhoods?

Fimielel Ml anbone) (o ol Pkl iy el st dard rotia o

3. What are your main concerns about the

schemat

&, How would you improve the schema?

5.  Ifyou are replving on hehalf of a business,
please give the busziness name and postoode.

& Ifreplying a5 a rasident, please give your name
and home postocds.
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South Bristol Link Consultation (TP/WH)
BRISTOL
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Postcard

South Bristol Link

1
Hartcliffe to Long Ashten > Travel +

Your opportunity to comment

Public exhibitions are baing held ok

Geotf Carglll Hall, The Withywood Centre,
Quesns Road

Monday 2 Novernber

1pm to Epm

Jubliea Pavilion, Long Ashton Community
Cantre, Keadwall Hill
Tuasday 3 Movambser

1pm to &pm
Ashton Vala Youth Club, Sibury Road
Wednesday 4 Novernber

detailed un +': standing of the local area. 1pm to Spm
Also online ok
* s of England Prrtnarship ‘* wowwowestofenglan d.org/southbristollink
v {5 ot dmmlh " pmEmye—




Appendix C— Postcard Distribution

Postcards distribution area, Bristol. (Both ‘first priority’ and ‘second priority’
streets were covered.
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In North Somerset, postcards were distributed to households and commercial
premises in Long Ashton, Barrow Gurney, at the former Barrow Hospital site
(Businesses), Barrow Common, Dundry and Highridge.



Appendix D— Exhibition Banners

South Bristol Link
Hartcliffe to Long Ashton
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Appendix E — Summary of responses to the Questionna

ire

Table E.1: Summary of issues and points raised most often in questionnaire

responses
Benefits
. Concerns Improvements
Individual Businesses /
Neighbourhoods
No answer No answer None No answer
Reduced traffic/ | Congestion relief/ | Build it quickly Looks good / fine
congestion relief | reduced travel asitis
on particular times for deliveries
roads and staff
Better access Raise profile of Bottlenecks/ Change to dual
South Bristol Bigger road carriageway
required

Quieter
neighbourhood

Better public
transport services
for staff / customers

Cost of scheme

Extend link road
further eg Hicks
Gate

Reduced journey
times

Create employment
opportunities /
investment

Severance /
Splitting
communities and
Highridge Green

Get it built

Trams are the Improved access to | Increased Add P&R on A38/

solution airport and other congestion, noise | Improve Long
areas and pollution Ashton P&R

No benefit ~ Some existing Loss of Green Move road out

roads will be Belt, habitat and further away from
quieter wildlife Long Ashton
Better access for Few people using | Improve existing
businesses the Rapid Transit | roads

Detrimental effect
on local businesses
as traffic not

King Georges
Road / loss of
space / safety

Need good
affordable public
transport

passing by crossing the road
Will encourage Wrong scheme Need rail links
employers put forward

Answer not

related to question

Park & Ride will

deteriorate due to
increased use

" In answer to the question “How will you benefitrh the scheme?”, many comments were ‘not at

all’ or ‘don’t build it’




Appendix F — Local Interest Groups

Groups who have written expressing opposition to the scheme include:

Hands Off Long Ashton;

South Bristol Green Party;

Malago Valley Conservation Group;

Alliance Against South Bristol Ring Road;

Transport for Greater Bristol Alliance

CTC

Friends of the Earth

Cliftonwood & Hotwells Action for a Sustainable Environment
Whitchurch Group of Save Our Green Spaces

Groups supporting the scheme include:

GWE Business West

South Bristol Business Group

Withywood Community Forum and Park Group
The University of Withywood

Better Transport Links 4 South Bristol
Highridge Neighbourhood Forum



Appendix G — Location of Respondents



